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Introduction:

Patients with opioid disorder undergoing opioid agonist treatment (OAT) frequently
report extensive tooth loss, and impaired oral function. Dental implant rehabilitation
may improve oral health and quality of life in this population. Limited data exist
regarding baseline dental status and prosthetic rehabilitation needs prior to
treatment. The aim of this research project is to describe dental status and planned
oral rehabilitation among patients with an OAT background referred for implant-based
therapy.

Methods:

This cross-sectional descriptive analysis includes preliminary baseline data from 17
patients with OAT history referred to a specialist dental center for implant treatment.
Clinical and radiographic examinations were conducted as part of routine treatment
planning. Edentulism status, number of remaining natural teeth, number of planned
implants, and type of intended prosthetic reconstruction were recorded using
standardized registration forms. Descriptive statistics were applied.

Results:

Mean age was 53.6 £ 9.9 years, and 71% were female. Three patients (17.6%) were
fully edentulous, six (35.3%) were edentulous in one arch, and eight (47.1%) retained
natural teeth in both arches. The mean number of remaining natural teeth was 11.0 +
9.2 (range 0-25). The mean number of planned implants per patient was 3.8 + 2.0
(range 1-9). The majority required extensive prosthetic rehabilitation, including full-
arch fixed implant-supported prostheses and/or implant-retained overdentures.

Conclusion:

Preliminary findings demonstrate substantial tooth loss and impaired oral health
among OAT patients referred to dental implant rehabilitation. Treatment needs and
outcomes of treatment in this patient population should be further evaluated.



